
LIBERATION NEWS SERVICE 

#797 June 16, 1976 


NATIONAL 


GRAPHICS 


LABOR: Teamster Convention Opens in Las Vegas; 

Rank and Filers Protest 

1400 wds/photo 1 

MIDEAST: Demonstrators Protest "Salute to Israel" 

950 wds/photos 2 

SURVEILLANCE: Criminal History is Public Knowledge 

300 wds 2 

POLITICAL PRISONER: David Fine Pleads Guilty to Lesser 
Charges in Army Math Bombing 

600 wds 3 

ARMY: Former Army Workers Protest Exposure to Poison 
Gases 

400 wds 3 

GOVERNMENT: Ford to Deliver Funnies 

*200 wds 3 

UNEMPLOYMENT: How to Quit Your Job and Collect 
Unemployment 

900 wds 4 

GOVERNMENT: Pity the Poor Judges 

*150 wds 4 

PRISON/WOMEN: Women in Prison: An Interview 

1900 wds/graphics 5 

LABOR; Employers Cheat More Workers on Minimum Wages 
And Overtime 

*200 wds 6 


COVER; French Women in the Paris Commune 
CREDIT: Young Socialist/LNS 

LABOR: Fitzsimmons and Hoffa photo 

MIDEAST: New York City demonstration photos. 

PRISON: Two graphics of women 

CAPITALISM; graphic 


+ 


#797 Jtme 16, 1976 







‘ \ L C I 3. 1 C S ? P ' S’ ^ v' ^ 

; -1. i' Ci C Lo ! emo ' c Av r. ^ 
j N 3 v Y-Ty., N Y, lOO.'J? 

1 Yoi-phcr.-: (21 c) 7 ^- 9 -Y 20 ( 


Fackec //797 
June 16^ 1976 


9 a ro 7 p«“n weekdays except Wednesday 

STAFF CJFLECT7VF: Ellen Garvey? Sarah Plant, 
Ba-.ba'.a ?..3£r Sanav Sheaj iMancy Stiefal 

COMK'^DFS : Ca:.hy Oorkre.ll, Judy Rabiaovitz, Bill 
Peters, Kilt T-. 

CIRRESPONJENTS. Schotield Coryel I- -Paris 
Kike Shust ei --Luanda 

GRAPH ;C ARTISTF: ?-g Avetlll, Dave Hereth 

LF r L a :.on F'ews Oervice, new in its ninth 
yEa.( , pulli^b.es twice w^eekly packets of news r 
Copy and gr-phlc r.ats"^iui. Phocographs are half 
Lor.ee on a 65 85 line screen. 

Tr.bc >■ a ti; n News Service, 160 Clarement Ave., 
Nc^ 'Lo'.k, N 1 10027. Phone (212) 749-2200o 

Packer :f79~/ : J\ine 16, 1976. 

Fcklished a week except for the last 

week in t'-e n'cnth when It is published ones. 

Go'yrlg'"' ;c, 19/6 by LNS Nev/s Service, Inc» 

Seerne Class poetige paid at New York^ N.Y« 


I P 'TgL-' page 'or get a badly printed GRAPHI 




[See graphics.] 

TEAMSTER CONVENTION OPENS IN LAS VEGAS 
TO SMALL RANK & FILE PROTEST; 

FITZSIMMONS TIGHTENS GRIP 

by Bob Barber 

LAS VEGAS, Nevada (LNS) — The every-f if th-year 
national convention of the United Brotherhood of 
Teamsters opened June 14 in this desert gambling town 
which is largely financed by money from Teamsters' 
members pension funds. 

An estimated 2,400 delegates representing more 
than 2 million Teamsters have gathered for a week of 
speech making, partying and image polishing amidst 
increasing consolidation of top leadership power and 
rebellion in the rank and file. 

The highlight of the convention is expected to 
be the nearly unanimous re-election of union president 
Frank Fitzsimmons and all other 18 members of the 
union’s executive board. 

Under a blistering sun about 30 men and women — 
members of the militant Teamsters for a Democratic 
Union (TDU) — picketed the arriving delegates on 
June 13 in a demonstration protesting the lack of 
democracy in union affairs. TDU estimates that it has 
15 to 20 rank and file delegates supporting its pro- 
tests and perhaps sympathy from some local officials. 

Although most of the protesters were teamsters 
from the southern California area, representatives 
were also present from Pittsburgh, Detroit and 
Cleveland. 

Eleven of those delegates come from the largest 
freight local in Detroit, Local 299, which happens 
to be the home local of former Teamster president 
Jimmy Hof fa and current president Frank Fitzsimmons. 
TDU member Pete Camarata, a delegate from Local 299, 
explained one of the group’s goals during a brief 
rally on the edge of the convention center. 

"One of the proposals tihat we made from Detroit 
is the election of all business agents. Right now 
we have 12 different locals there and none of those 
have election of business agents. And we’ve heard 
that they might rdm through an amendment for the 
appointment of business agents." 

Other amendments that TDU members will try to 
propose are direct election of international union 
officers, a limit on salaries of all officers and 
seperate ratification votes on national contracts in 
each area of the country. 

Members of the Professional Drivers Council 
(PROD) , a trucker-oriented lob^jy group in Washington, 
D.C. that recently issued a report highly critical 
of the Teamster leadership, are also supporting TDU’s 
amendments . 

The PROD report detailed how rank and file 
members of the union are excluded from any important 
role in the convention, and the union as a whole. It 
lists more than a dozen ways in which the President, 
and to a lesser extent the Executive Board, have total 
control over the union: through the power of appoint- 

ment of lower officials, the power to dissolve locals 
or place them in trusteeship, control of strike 
sanctions and benefits, and control over the conduct 
and order of convention business. 


the officials from the regional joint councils 
and area-wide conferences. If a local is entitled 
to more delegates than it has officers, the extra 
delegates are selected from among the business 
agents of that local and only rarely from the 
general rank and file membership. 

So, although TDU and PROD activists hope to 
raise the issue of union democracy at the convention 
itself, there is little likelihood they will evenn 
reach the floor, 

Fitzsimmons Consolidates His Power 

Primarily, the convention will be the finale 
to a five-year campaign by Fitzsimmons to consoli- 
date his power and fragment an^ opposition within 
the union officialdom. He has apparently succeeded 
completely in this effort, with the final stumbling 
block removed last July when former Teamster presi- 
dent Jimmy Hoffa disappeared. 

Fitzsimmons’ strategy has consisted of return- 
ing considerable power and autonomjr^to the regional 
officials such as conference heads and vice=presirT^^i‘i 
dents — power that Hoffa had centralized in his own 
hands when he was president. These regional official 
are beholden to Fitzsimmons through appointment (11 
of the current 15 union VP's are his appointees) 
and through the granting of special privileges and 
powers . 

Notable among those to fall from grace in this 
process was Harold Gibbons, a pro-Hof fa official 
from St, Louis who also bucked Fitzsimmons on the 
Vietnam War and support for the Nixon re-election in 
1972. Alhtough Gibbons is still a vice-president, 
Fitzsimmons has stripped him of three other high 
level posts including that of Director of the huge 
Central States Conference, the largest and most 
powerful of the regional conferences. 

Among the fastest rising officials in the 
Fitzsimmons hierarchy are Louis Peick from Chicago 
and Jesse Carr from Alaska. Peick was recently 
appointed vice-president in a power shift in the 
Chicago area that was viewed by mani? as the final 
piece in Fitzsimmons’ jigsaw' puzzle. Some observers 
of internal Teamster struggles say he may be the 
heir-apparent to Fitzsimmons himself, who is now 
over 70 years old. 

Peick was recently named ’’Scab of the Year** by 
a group of rank and file United Parcel Service (UPS) 
drivers in Chicago because his local there did not 
participate in either the national freight strike 
of early April or the UPS strike in early May. 

Jesse Carr is head of Local 959 in Alaska, 
which has organized adimost all the workers on the 
Alaska oil pipeline and currently takes in over 
$1 million a week in dues, Carr was indicted six 
times in the late 1960 's for extortion and embezzle- 
ment but was never convicted. Fitzsimmons recently 
appointed him an international trustee, which gives 
him a spot on the union’s executive board. 

In addition to creating a network of support 
through appointments, Fitzsimmons has actively soughi 
the endorsement of every joint council and regional 
conference. Among the first to endorse his re-elec- 
tion was the Western Conference of Teamsters. Their 
vote of approval came over a year ago, immediately 
after Fitzsimmons appointed Andy Anderson, a Los 
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Angeles local official, to the top spot in the 
conference. 

Fitzsimmons power to obtain these endorsements 
was illustrated recently when Joint Council 7 in 
the San ’Francisco Bay Area called for his re-election 
and that of the entire incumbent executive board. 
Joint Council 7 has long been known as a hotbed 
of Hof fa supporters and anti-Fitzsimmons sentiment. 
But this year, with Hof fa out of the picture, forces 
such as these have no rallying point and no choice 
but to bend with the wind» 

-30- 

(Thanks to WBAI-Pacif ica for a taped report of the 
TDU rally.) 

****Vc****:^ ******** ***^2fc***Vc*********>******:*c** ****** 

(See graphics to go with this article). 

DEMONSTRATORS PROTEST "SALUTE TO ISRAEL" 

NEW YORK (LNS) — Several hundred militant pro- 
testers held a counter-demonstration to the annual 
"Salute to Israel" parade in New York City on 
June 13. Under a banner reading: "The Salute to 
Israel Parade is a Salute to Racism, Colonialism 
and Repression," the demonstrators gathered at 
Exxon* s New York headquarters and marched to 
the World Zionism Organization, 

This year*s Zionist parade, celebrating the 
anniversary of the creation of the Israeli state, 
was also a U.S. bicentennial extravaganza. The 
parade route was decked with Israeli and Ameri- 
can flags as 75,000 people watched marching 
bands, floats depicting U.S, -Israeli ties, and 
politicans streaming down Fifth Avenue. 

A spokesperson for the Palestine Action Coali- 
tion, sponsor of the counter-demonstration, con- 
demned the main slogan of the Zionist parade, 
"Proclaim liberty throughout the land,*' as "cruelly 
ironic," particularly in light of the vicious re- 
pression by Israel of Palestinian demonstrations 
in the occupied territories during the past five 
months . 

"We say their ^Salute to Israel Parade^*'* 

She continued, "is a salute to racism. Israel is 
a racist state because by law any Jew in the 
entire world has a right to live there, but none 
of the million and a half Palestinians exiled from 
their homeland and forced to live as refugees is 
allowed to return. This racist state says in its law 
that only Jews may live on 94 per cent of the land.** 

"U,S, Out of the Middle East*' 

"What the U7S. wants in the Middle East,'* said 
a member of the Palestine Solidarity Committee 
after the march moved on from a rally at the Exxon 
headquarters, "is to protect its oil interests, 
maintain control over the strategic area, and pro- 
vide a market for U.S. arms and other goods, total- 
ling billions of dollars of sales each year in the 
Middle East. Seventy per cent of the current U.S. 
foreign aid budget is going to the Middle East-- 
with Israel at the top of the list.** 

After the demonstrators joined folksinger- 
activist Barbara Dane in singing "The Palestine 
People are Rising,'* they marched on to the South 
African Airlines chanting "Istael-South Africa; 

End Racism Now! This past April, John Vorster, 


Prime Minister of South Africa, visited 
Israel to negotiate a trade and military pact. 

Vorster was jailed during World War II for his 
Nazi activities. 

Once in front of the World Zionist Parade, an 
organizer of the Jewish contingent in the counter- 
demonstration asserted that "Zionism does not speak 
in the interest of the Jewish people. iuZionism 
tries to put Jewish people in the imperialist canqp, 
in the camp of the United States politicians 
corporate leaders .. .who now claim to be very in- 
terested in Jewish siirvival but who closdd the 
doors of the United States and Britain in the 1930 ’s 
and 40* s, when Jews in Nazi -occupied Europe were 
desperately trying to get - 

"And now they’re trying to use Jews in Pales- 
tine to pull the triggers and drop the napalm on 
Palestinian refugee camps. Now that they can use 
the Jewish people for that, now all of a sudden 
they’re concerned for Jewish survival... 

"Zionism is a betrayal of the Jewish people 
because it separates us from the Palestinian peo- 
ple who represent the vision of a new kind of hu- 
man relations, a revolutionary visionrra vision 
called the democratic secular state, as opposed to 
the reality of the Zionist state in Israel." 

The march continued on through midtown Manhattan 
with demonstrators carrying Palestinian flags and 
banners in English, Spanish and Arabic. The counter- 
demonstration concluded with speeches from some of 
its 20 sponsoring organizations, including the 
American Indian Movement, the Palestine Solidarity 
Committee, Puerto Rican Socialist Party, Palestine 
Red Crescent and Eritreans for Liberation, 

-30- 

*************************************************** 
GOV'T RULES CRIMINAL HISTORY IS PUBLIC KNOWLEDGE 

NEW YORK CENS)--CCotinterspy/LNS) --A prospective 
boss or insurance investigator can now secure 
criminal histories and conviction records under a 
new policy making all federally financed criminal 
information systems accessiblecfor non-law enforce- 
ment purposes. 

In May, 1975 the Law Enforcement Assistance 
Administration CLEAA) issued regulations making 
the information inaccessible to news media and for 
employment or government licensing purposes, unless 
local or state laws specifically allowed itf. 

In late April of this year, however, the re- 
strictions were lifted. According to an LEAA 
spokesperson: "...Criminal history record information 
relating to the offense for which an individual is 
currently within the criminal justice system may 
be disseminated without limitation." 

The LEAA announced that it is modifying the 
regulations in order "to strike a balance between 
the public's right to know such information with 
the individual's right to privacy." Others are 
not so sure whether such delicate decisions should 
be left up to the LEAA. 

-30- 
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DAVID FINE PLEADS GUILTY TO LESSER CHARGES 
IN ARMY MATH BOMBING 

NEW YORK (LNS) — David Fine pleaded guilty 
on June 8 to federal and state charges resulting 
from the 1970 bombing of the Army Mathematics 
Research Center at the University of Wisconsin. 

The two federal charges, interstate flight 
to avoid prosecution, and conspiracy to bomb, 
could mean a maximum prison term 'of five years 
each. Three state charges against Fine carry a 
maximum of 20 years. There are indications 
that the sentences will run concurrently, which 
would mean no extra prison time on the state 
charges. 

Fine is one of four people charged with the 
bombing of the Army Math Research Center in Mad- 
ison, a ifocus of massive anti-war protests in 
the late 1960’s because of its extensive war- 
related research. Karleton Armstrong is cur- 
rently serving a 23-year sentence at Waupun 
State Prison 5 his brother Dwight Armstrong and 
Leo Burt are still undergrourid. 

Before his capture last January 7 in Calif- 
ornia, Fine was underground for five and a half 
years. 

The 1970 explosion odcurred at 3:42 a.m. on 
a weekend during semester break. Physics re- 
searcher Robert Fassnacht was accidentally kil- 
led in the explosion, despite a prior warning 
by telephone, which was unheeded by police. 

"Plea bargaining was initiated by the govern- 
ment, because in all likelihood they would not 
have been able to prove anything but conspiracy," 
according to Mike Fellner of the newspaper Take- 
over in Madison. 

"They had a very difficult case to prove 
(on the non-conspiracy charges) — there's a 
possibility they could have lost it all," said 
Fellner, adding that they had very few pieces 
of evidence against Fine. 

Questioned about Fine's decision to plead 
guilty, Fellner asserted, "he wasn't going to 
court with a presumption of innocence: (his 

defense would have had to prove his innocence as 
well as disprove his guilt." 

If he had gone to trial, Fellner explained, 
Fine and others would have heen.asked to testify 
about those still underground, endangering the 
safety of Dwight Armstrong and Leo Burt. 

By pleading guilty to the two federal charges. 
Fine won dismissal o^eseveral others: use of 
unregistered' and illegal! explosives, destruction 
of government property, and violating the' civil 
rights of an individual (the equivalent of a 
federal murder charge). 

Although a state charge of arson was dropped, 
Fine faces sentencing on state charges of third 
degree murder (reduced from first degree) and 
criminal damage to property. The state District 
Attorney has already recommended that both sen- 
tences run concurrently. 


FORMER ARMY WORKERS PROTEST 
EXPOSURE TO POISON GASES 

NEW YORK (LNS) — Picketers lined up in' front 
of the University of Colorado Medical Center on Sat- 
urday, June 5 to protest the university's coopera- 
tion with the U.S. Department of the Army ia cover- 
ing up the effects of Army employees' 
nerve and mustard gas. 

Among the picketers were Ray Laughridge and 
Ralph Burchfield, former employees of the Rocky 
Mountain Arsenal, northeast of Denver. These men 
had worked at the Arsenal in the 1950' s and were ex- 
posed to ©rganitJ phosphorus, an_essential compound 
for producing nerve gas. The Army classified this 
compound as "dangerous" as far back as 1899 . 

Government records indicate both men were ser- 
iously exposed five or six different times. Burch- 
field even received second and third degree burns i . . 
on two occasions from mustard gas. But because of 
a secrecy oath both men were forbidden to talk about 
their work or the related hazards. 

In the last 1950' s, both Laughridge and Burch- 
field were laid off. The Army told them at the time 
that the secrecy oath would oontinue in effect "for- 
ever." 

It wasn't until early this year that the men 
met and discovered that they both suffered from 
severe headaches, fatigue and long periods of for- 
getfulness from the 1960 's to the present. And a 
few phone calls brought to light a dozen fellow 
workers with similar or worse symptoms. 

After the story was made public in the local 
press, the Army admitted to over 1,400 similar ex- 
posures . 

The two men charge that the University Medical 
Center Refuses -to reliease th^ medical risC©ibds -frbm-^ 
when they were "studied" by the University's doc- 
tors while still employed by the Arsenal. Dr. Jo- 
seph Holmes, who conducted the examinations then, 
is still at the hospital today but claims that the 
records are "not to be found at the hospital." 
Hospital workers have told the two men that their 
records are there, however. 

The Army refuses to say more about the cases 
and almost every request filed by the two men has 
gone unanswered, as have pleas for help to Colorado 
Senators Gary Hart and Floyd Haskell. Burchfiild 
and six others are in the process of filing a law- 
suit and Laughridge is considering doing so soon.-3C 

********************************************* ******:(J 

FORD TO DELIVER FUNNIES 

NEW YORK" (HIP /LNS) --"WANTED: We are looking foi 
funny, performable one-liners, short jokes and stor- 
ies that are related to happenings in the news, fads 
trends and topical subjects." 

The above ad was placed in the publication "Wri 
ers Market" by the White House, where the search is 
on for someone who can make Gerald Ford sound funny 
But Bob Orben, the president's chief speechwtiter , 
is apparently worried over Ford's ability to delivei 
the material, for the ad continues; "The accent is 
on comedy, not wit." 


-30- 
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HOW TO QUIT YOUR JOB AND COLLECT UNEMPLOYMENT 
by Raymond Avrutis 

(Editor^ s note: the following is the second 

article in a three-part series by Eaymond Avrutis^ 
who has written an informative book on the ins 
and outs of getting unemployment insurance benefits. 
In the next issue: ^'How To Collect Unemployment if 

You^ve Been Fired. 

NEW YORK (LNS)--Many people who quit their jobs 
are unaware that they may be able to collect 
unemployment insurance (UI)* 

In every state, people - quit their job 
and collect UI if they quit for "good cause." 
However, "good cause" differs from state to state, 
and varies even among claims deputies who work in 
the same unemployment office. 

To avoid a denial of UI benefits after you quit 
a long-term job, ■ take job that will lay you 
off even if after only a part of one day*s work. 

In every state, UI is based on the total wages 
you earned at all jobs you have held in the past 12 
to 18 months in one or more state. Even part-time 
or temporary work is included. (Ask to file a 
"combined-wage" claim if you worked in more than 
one state,] 

For claims filed in the states listed below, 
the penalty for quitting without good cause is 
assessed only on the reason (s) you left your very 
last j ob : Arizona, Arkansas, California, Connecti- 

cut , Delaware, the District of Columbia, Hawaii, Ill- 
inois, Kansas, Kentucky,, Minnesota, Mississippi, 
Montana, New Hampshire, New Jersey, New York, North 
Carolina, North Dakota, ctkl'ahoma',, Pennsylvania, 

Rhode Island, South Carolina, Tennessee, Texas, Utah, 
Vermont, Virginia, and Washington State. 

Even if your state is not on this list, you 
should still file a UI claim after you quit your 
job. Some of the unlisted states have liberal 
interpretations of "good ^au&e." If you are denied 
benefits you may--in a few states — begin to collect 
them after a six to eight week postponement. 

For example, help someone paint or redecorate 
his or her apartment or house, type a friend* s term 
paper, or be a baby sitter. But don* t supply your 
own equipment. If you type someone’s term paper, 
let your employer supply you with typewriter, 
paper, and place of employment (his or her home or 
office, ] 

Don't take short-term jobs that are self- 
employment . e.g. street vendor, private tutor, or 
free-lance writer. The last job you had must be 
working for another person. You must be an employee. 

Immediately file for UI after you are laid off 
from your short-term job. You do not collect UI 
benefits until after you have filed a claim to 
receive them. And because you were laid off from 
your very last job, you will not be denied your 
benefits. 

Caution: state unemployment offices have 

administrative interpretations and regulations which 
can affect the unemployment laws. Therefore, 
while we cannot guarantee that you may quit a 
long-term job and collect UI--LNS does not advise 


anyone to quit in order to collect unemploy- 
ment-*the above procedure is recommended to 
all those who want to quit their jobs, and to 
those who have quit already. 

A person drawing UI doesn’t have to accept ; 
just "any" job, only suitable employment, 
usually defined as work related to your prior 
earnings, training, and experience. Also, you 
may refuse any job that is hazardous, is unreason- 
ably far from where you live, or is available 
because of a strike or labor dispute. 

You have a right to appeal a claims 
examiner’s decision if you consider it unjust. 
There is nothing to lose by appealing, and 
potentially a lot to gain: if you win, you 

will receive all the back payments you have 
been denied. Remember, if you have a really 
good case, you may take it all the way through 
the court system if you wish. 

You have the right to legal aid services if 
you want, them, and all parties^ have the right 
to subpoena witnesses Cthe subpoena is free) . 

An appeal must be filed within the time 
limit prescribed by law, usually five to den 
days from the adverse decision; 30 days in 
New York. 

The hearing atmosphere is often informal. 

If you show up' at your appeal hearing and your 
employer doesn’t, you have a decided advantage. 

And the appeals referee (a civil servant-- 
not a judge) may see things differently ithah the 
claims examiner who originally denied your claim. 

-30- 

(RaymoM- AvYiiHd--^ --bddkf 'HOW' m^ 

MEET BENEFITS: COMPLETE INFORMATION FOR ALL 

SO STATES^ provides a wealth of information. 

If your bookstore doesn^t have it, ask them to 
order it — or order direct from Sahoaken Books, 

Inc,, 200 Madison Avenue, New York, N,Y, 10016, 
Enclose $l*2S for the book and an additional 
35<r for postage and handling,) 

PITY THE POOR JUDGES . . . 

NEW YORK CLNS) — Claiming they are "victimized, 
several past and present federal judges recently 
described in court thejatsonai hardships they 
suffer with their ,cfcfo-a-year salaries. 

Thomas A. Masterson said he had to leave the 
bench and return to more lucrative private prac- 
tice so his five children could remain in private 
schools. 

Judge Spencer Williams of the U.S. District 
Court in San Jose, Ca. lamented that his wife 
must sell real estate to supplement his income. 

So far 82 judges have asked the court to rule 
that Congress and the White House violate a con- 
stitutional ban on reducing the pay of judges dur- 
ing their terms when they failed to grant pay 
raises this year. Federal judges were granted 
$2000 raises to $42,000 last October. 

- 30 - 
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WOMEN IN PRISON: 

IF YOU DON’T HAVE A STRONG MIND YOU DON’T DO TIME, 

TIME DOES YOU" 

yiote' Ih^ fsVlowing interview with 
vri-eoners in San Franca: sco acunty Quits first 
"yea in Co^;cn Semse_^ a community newspaper in 
thai '-’ity. It has been edited by LNS.) 

SAN T Rang [SCO (common Sense/LNS) — Although maxi- 
mum f. \me in Sau Francisco county jails is only a year, 

It s a hard, cold year -- worse in many ways than a 
year spen^ i^tare or federal prison. County jails 
get the least lending for rehabilitation programs 
since the average stay le so short and prisoners 
'.erne ano go so quickly. It*s also hard to develop a 
sense of scj.ldarlty. Women , who make up a small part 
ci the _iail populatiOTK bate it worst of all. 

About 10,000 p=*cpla p^ss through San Francisco’s 
two ;oanty jiils each year. There are currently abcu't 
300 men and 30 womer- xn the San Bruno jail and 350 
men and 25 women in the Hall of Justice, Two-thirds 
of tne priscnets are Third World in a county where 
more than halt the popi.-iaticn is white. The crimes 
tor w'hicn people are sent to county jail are mainly 
crimes committed out oT economic necessity: petty 
theft, prostiturion j d rug- re ‘ ated wrimes — rais- 
d ems ar-o r s 

condition? in the jaii are poor — so 
bad that a federal judge has ruled twice that they 
"constitute cruel and iriusual punishment." In March . 
1975 , the Dc par Ltr.e.nt cf PubJ ic Health took over the 
responsibility for che prisopets' health care from 
[he Sheriff's off:'t-e- But nothing has changed and since 
then two p^'isonets have died because of poor medical 
judgetient and lack of trained personnel. 

In the area of legal services, the poor loAe 
out again. The San Franoisc-o Public. Defender’s otiire, 
which in 197^ alone represented 96,5% of all mis- 
demearof c.ases, v;as evaluated by the San Francisco 
Bar Association. Among its findings, the Bar stated 
that tn^- lawyers had hea'^^y case loads, that clients 
received ijttie individual tare or attention, and that, 
as a result, riien'*s received inadequate legal 
services. 

"This inadequate legal service," the Women's Jail 
Study Group noces, "compounded with pre-trial incar- 
cGiatJon, means that those who cannot buy justice, 
pay in time " 

Legal problems are further compounded for women, 
with children. The responsibility to rear children 
tonriu’jcs even when a woman is incarcerated. And then 
she must batcie the State when it tries to take her 
children awiy from her.. 

Two of the women interviewed below, Dolores and 
Gwen, were being held in che Hail of Justice for 
prostitution The jail is supposed to be a temporary 
stop-ove»' where prisoners await trial or transfer, 
and there are no programs for women. But several women 
said than they had been there for more than three 
mon r hs 

Three other women, Laura, Darlene and Nina, are 
locked up in che San Bruno Jaii for robbery and pros- 
i It anon While the jail population is more stable 
here thdO at the Hall of Justice, and community groups 
go there regularly, a strong need for outside contact 
r fcmd 1 rio 


Can you describe a typioat day here? 

GWEN: We get up at 6:30 [in the Hall of Justice, 
Those of us who got chores to do, do chores. Of 
course we don’t get paid nothl^gg for work although w< 
Veep the. whole place running. After that we go to eai 
seme thing they call food. Here on the women s side 
our food comes cold as stone because it sits on the 
men’s side for half an hour before it gets to us. We 
gcr about a half an hour to eat. 

Then they round us up to go back to our cells 
where we’re supposed to clean until 9. Then from 9 tc 
3 we have to sit in the day room on them hard, cold 
stone benches in these ugly dresses [at both jails 
the women wear hospital-type, . very short smocks that 
leave them cold and mostly uncovered]. 

We don’t never get out of here. There ain’t no 
yard to/ us to run around. All we can do is sit 
straight and read. Can’t talk loud or we get lock-up. 
Can't dance or we get lock-up. At 3 they make us go 
lie down until 4:30. Then they blow the whistle like 
we're dogs and we go have dinner at 5. Yesterday they 
brought us dog food for dinner — no kidding, it real 
casted like dog food. 

After dinner we shower. The first bed call is at 
7:30^ If you don’t go to bed at 7:30 you can’t go to 
bed ar- til 1(0, So there you stay in that same cold day 
rojm Can’t put your feetl up, can’t lean on nothing, 
can’t lean on a friend, can’t even hide and go to 
sleep. You just sit in a chair all day like a statue. 

wh.c comes to the county Quits? What crimesajore 
they charged with? 

DOLORES: The women that come here are charged wi 
crimes that are really crimes done against them. What 
1 mean is most women who come here had this Jail 
coming to them from the day they were born. The 
police pick you up for something. Of course, to begin 
w"xh they're out looking for black and other poor 
people breaking their law. 

So they pick you up, it gets marked on the books 
They Jet you go telling you to behave. Then they pick 
you up^'againo The police see you got something on 
you£ record, and off you go to jail unless you can 
pay bail. 

Then you get some turkey defender who doesn’t 
give a shit about you or your case. Like in my case, 
whan I’d say something in court my public defender 
wculd Interrupt like I wasn’t there. Finally, when 
the judge laid his verdict on me, I couldn’t stand 
ii: no more. I said, "This is the first time I’ve 
seen justice in reverse." Right there, that judge 
gave me two months for contempt of court. 

Now you look around here. Most of our skins are 
black or brown. We get thrown in here for some dumb 
crime like prostitution, using, some robbery case. 
Hey, it ain’t that we poor folk commit more crimes. 

It s that'JiKyst crimes are committed against us. 

Is there a difference in the way Third World 
and white women are treated? 

NINA: It doesfi^'t matter what color your skin is 
when >cu"re inside. We’re here together and we got 
to stay together. But that ain't the way the guards 
see it- They favor the white women. White women get 
trioie respecto But, you understand, they make us all 
feel low; they call us all girls. They try so hard 
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to wear down our self-respect. What’s important is 
that ^ respect ourselves as women. 

Do the men get better treatment than the women? 

NINA: The men don’t get locked up for the same 
kind of shit we get locked up for. They get more re- 
spect from the guards because they relate on tha:'-r 
na^n-to-man basis. The men get the best stuff, better 
food. They got an exercise yard. But, you know, the 
men do have it bad too. They’re in prison just like 
us . 

What*s the worst thing about being in prison? 

GWEN: The worst thing about being inside is 
that your kids are on the outside. I can’t have any 
contact with my kids. They locked me up with no 
thought about them. I really worry. It’s hard. My 
daughter was a good student. She’s smart. They want 
to put her in some home where she doesn’t know anyone. 
You uproot a kid like that and she’ll turn to doing 
stuff she wouldn’t normally do. I know I’m charged 
with a crime, but don’t make my kid do crimes too. 

What are the health conditions like here? 

DOLORES: The health care ain?t worth shit. If 
you’re not up with the nurse comes by she won’t wake 
you to give you medicine even if your life depended 
on it. That doctor that comes here once a week, he’s 
a quacki You tell him you feel some kind of pain and 
he gives you two aspirin and says, "Now you lock 
pretty good, girl , " 

But don’t they love to hand out those sedatives. 
It’s not like we don’t need them in here, but they’ll 
hand out thorazine and other sedatives three times 
a day sometimes. 

LAURA: The other day I was trying to open the 
window- I put a little bit of pressure on the window 
and my hand went through and got all cut b3^ the glass. 
They sent me to S.F. General. When 1 got back they 
gave me two days lock-up because I broke the window 
and "destroyed county property." While I was in lock- 
up 1 was supposed to go to General to get some 
stitches out of me which have been in since January. 
But since I was locked up they wouldn’t let me go. 

Are the women prisoners organized? 

We’re trying to get the women together in number 
three [San Bruno], But it ain’t easy. We’re trying 
to get real contact visiting here. They say they 
have contact visiting, but they call that sitting 
three feet apart with your hands on the table. We’re 
trying to get a softball team here, but all we got 
for a yard is a little bitty lot. We’re getting all 
the women to write up how they feel about this jail, 
the medical staff, the "contact visiting," the de- 
puties etc. Hopefully we’ll be meeting with the 
chief deputy and get something done. But these de- 
puties down here don’t like anybody who knows her 
rights or who is educated. They’re afraid of such 
people , 

DARLENE: See this arm? It’s in a sling because 
I stand up for myself. On March 3 when we were walk- 
ing back into the day room this male sargeant who 
had it out for me pushed this other girl aside and 
kicked me in my stomach and karate chopped me on my 
arm. Now that is police brutality and I am suing 
that man. 

I’ve got until May 25 to do my time, but I’ll 


make it even though they’re coming down on me for 
bringing this case to court. I’ve got self control 
but I believe one day we all may lose it because 
things are so bad here. I'm surprised there hasn t 
been a riot here yet. 

When I get out I will continue to fight for my 
rights and the rights of my sisters still behind bars 
As a black woman I feel I have some responsibility 
to the whole prison system, to the men as well as 
the women. Mostly to the women because I can feel the 
agonies a woman feels. When I get out I plan to join 
a prison group and get back down on the jail s ass. 

What helps you through your time? 

Nothing I Nothing helps you but a strong mind. 

If you don’t have a strong mind you don't do time. 
Ti?Jie does you. 

-- 30 — 

* * * 

ALONE 

As I sit in this cold damp cell, 

I remember the times when things were going 
well. 

Life has stopped for me. I am doing time. 

It’s ’do this, do that, and don’t get out of line.’ 
It’s up at seven and ’Do as I say.’ 

That’s how it is each and every day 

There are sleepless nights, and letters that 

never arrive. 

Sometimes I wonder what is keeping me alive. 

— a prisoner at San Bruno county jail. 
***************************************************** 

EMPLOYERS CHEAT MORE WORKERS ON MINIMUM WAGES 
AND OVERTIME 

WASHINGTON (UE News/LNS) — It ' s not enough that 
workers’ wages are undercut by rising prices — in- 
creasing numbers of them are also being cheated of 
what’s due them under federal wage and hour laws. 

The U.S. Department of Labor has found that 
273,717 workers at the bottom of the pay scale were 
owed nearly $65,5 million in the July to December 
period of 1975. 

Of this number, $22,741,111 had been held back 
by employers in violation of the federal minimum 
wage law and another $26,630,146 was owed workers for 
overtime. 

The number of violations has increased 19 per 
cent over the first half of the year, with the amount 
of money due workers up over $10 million. 

In addition to violations of the wage-hour law, 
over 14,000 workers were cheated by employer viola- 
tions of the Equal Pay Act which calls for equal 
pay for women and men doing substantially the same 
work. This amounted to $11.5 million in the second 
half of 1975, 

-30- 

*********************************** **3*C***********^^^* 

Corporate cheaters in you area? Let Ins know about 
them. Ins 

160 Claremont ave. 
new york, n.y. 10027 
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TOP RIGHT : Counter demonstration to the 
"Salute to Isxeai" parade in New York 
City. June 13, 1976. 

SEE PAGE TWO FOR THE STORY. 


TOP LEFT: Palestinian Action Coalition in 

New York City June 13, 1976. 

TO GO WITH THE STORY ON PAGE TWO. 



MIDDLE LEFT: Frank Fitzsimmons Cleft) and 
Jimmy Hoffa in March 1967. 

MIDDLE RIGHT: graphic by Nicole/PORTLAND SEE PAGE ONE FOR THE STORY. 

SCRIBE/LNS 

TO GO WITH THE STORt ON PAGE FIVE. 


BOTTOM LEFT; Punching time. 

BOTTOM RIGHT: photo. Might be used with the short on page six. 

CREDIT; Ken Coj.lins/6ERKLEY BARB/LNS CREDIT: HIN/POLITIQUE HEBDO/LNS 

COULD GO WITH THE STORY ON PAGE FIVE. 
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